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In brief

When you block someone on Snapchat, it's natural to wonder what happens to your previous
conversations and messages. Let's dive deep into this topic and explore all the related aspects to give
you a clear understanding.
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What Happens When You Block Someone on Snapchat?

Before we discuss message visibility, let’s review what blocking does on Snapchat:

1. No new interactions: The blocked person can’t send you snaps, chats, or view your stories.
2. Friend list removal: They're removed from your friend list, and you from theirs.

3. Search invisibility: Your account won't appear in their search results.

4. Story access: They can't see your public or private stories.

Can Blocked People Still See Your Messages on Snapchat?

The answer to this question has several aspects:

1. Messages on Their Device

- Old messages remain: Any messages exchanged before the block will still be visible on the blocked
person’s device.

- No automatic deletion: Snapchat doesn't delete the chat history from the blocked person’s phone when you
block them.

2. New Messages

- Can'’t be sent: Once blocked, the person can’t send you new messages or snaps.

- Delivery status: If they try to send a message, it will appear as if it's sent on their end, but you won'’t
receive it.

3. Saved Messages

- Saved chats: If either of you saved any messages in the chat, these will remain visible to the blocked
person.

- Memories: Any shared memories or saved snaps in the chat will still be accessible to them.
Why Can’t Old Messages Be Deleted from Their Device?

Several reasons explain why Snapchat doesn’t delete old messages when you block someone:

1. Technical limitations: It's challenging to remotely delete content from someone else’s device.
2. User experience: Suddenly losing message history could be jarring for users.
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3. Privacy concerns: Automatically deleting content from someone’s device could be seen as overstepping
boundaries.

4. Legal considerations: In some cases, message history might be needed for legal purposes.

What Happens to Different Types of Snapchat Content When You Block
Someone?

Snaps and Chats

- Unopened snaps: If there are any unopened snaps from you, they’ll disappear from the blocked person’s
feed.

- Chat history: The chat conversation remains in their chat list, but they can’t send new messages.
Stories

- Current stories: The blocked person immediately loses access to your stories.
- Future stories: They won't be able to see any new stories you post.

Snap Map

- Location visibility: Your location on Snap Map becomes invisible to them.
Memories

- Shared memories: Any memories you've shared in chat remain visible to them.
Can the Blocked Person Tell They've Been Blocked?

Snapchat doesn’t notify users when they’re blocked, but they might notice:

- They can't find your account in search
- Your chat conversation is still there, but they can’t send new messages
- They can't see your stories or Snapchat score

What If You Unblock Someone?

If you decide to unblock someone:

- Chat history: The previous chat history will reappear in your chat list.

- Friend status: They won't automatically be added back to your friend list. You'll need to add them again if
you want to.

- New interactions: They'll be able to send you messages and see your stories again, depending on your
privacy settings.
Privacy Concerns and Best Practices

To maintain your privacy on Snapchat:

1. Be cautious with content: Think carefully before sending sensitive information or photos.

2. Use 'Clear Conversation’: You can clear a conversation from your end, though it won't affect what’s on
their device.

3. Adjust privacy settings: Control who can contact you or see your stories in your Snapchat settings.
4. Use 'My Eyes Only’: Secure sensitive snaps and stories in the "My Eyes Only’ section of Memories.

Alternative Options to Blocking
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If full blocking seems too extreme, consider these alternatives:

1. Remove as friend: They won'’t see your private stories, but can still send you messages if your settings
allow it.

2. Do Not Disturb: Mute notifications from them without blocking.
3. Adjust story settings: Control who can view your stories without blocking anyone.

Snapchat’s Approach to Privacy and Blocking

Snapchat’s approach balances user privacy with practical limitations:

- User control: Blocking gives users control over future interactions.
- Data integrity: Not deleting past messages respects data ownership of both parties.
- Privacy features: Snapchat offers various privacy settings to customize your experience.

Conclusion

While blocking someone on Snapchat prevents future interactions, it doesn’t erase the past. Blocked
individuals can still see old messages and saved content from your conversations. This approach
respects both users’ data while providing tools to manage future communications.Remember, the best
way to protect your privacy on any platform is to be mindful of what you share. Use Snapchat’s
privacy features wisely, and don’t hesitate to block or report users who make you uncomfortable. By
understanding how blocking works, you can make informed decisions about your online interactions
and maintain a positive Snapchat experience.
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