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Quick answer

To copy and paste on a Chromebook, highlight your content and press Ctrl + C to copy, then Ctrl + V to
paste.

Chromebooks have become widely popular for their cost-effectiveness, fast performance, and
user-friendly design. These devices, powered by Chrome OS, are designed for efficiency, making
them an excellent choice for students, professionals, and casual users alike. However, for those
transitioning from Windows or macOS, certain functions-such as copying and pasting-might feel a bit
unfamiliar.

This article will provide a step-by-step explanation of how to copy and paste text, images, and video
links on a Chromebook using various methods, ensuring a seamless experience for all users.

Basic Copy and Paste Commands on a Chromebook

The fundamental shortcuts for copying and pasting on a Chromebook are:

- Copy : ‘Ctrl + C*

- Paste : ‘Ctrl + V*

- Paste without formatting : ‘Ctrl + Shift + V*
- Select all : ‘Ctrl + A’

Different Ways to Copy and Paste on a Chromebook

1. Copy & Paste Using Keyboard Shortcuts
Keyboard shortcuts are the quickest way to copy and paste content on a Chromebook.
Steps:

1. Highlight the text, image, or video URL you want to copy using your mouse, trackpad, or touchscreen.
2. Press ‘Ctrl + C' to copy the selected content.

3. Click on the area where you want to paste the copied content.

4. Press ‘Ctrl + V' to paste it.

5. If you want to paste the text without formatting, use ‘Ctrl + Shift + V* .

2. Copy & Paste Using the Mouse or Trackpad
For users who prefer a more traditional approach, using the right-click menu is an alternative.
Steps:

1. Use your cursor to highlight the text or image you want to copy.
2. Right-click (or tap the trackpad with two fingers) to open the context menu.
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3. Select Copy .

4. Navigate to the area where you want to paste the content.

5. Right-click again and choose Paste .

6. For pasting text without formatting, select Paste without formatting from the menu.

Tip: If your Chromebook doesn’t have a dedicated right-click button, you can right-click by pressing
the ‘Alt* key while clicking the trackpad.

3. Copy & Paste Using a Touchscreen
If you are using a touchscreen Chromebook, you can copy and paste with simple gestures.
Steps:

1. Double-tap the text to select it.

2. Drag the selection handles to adjust the copied text range.

3. Tap on Copy in the context menu.

4. Navigate to the location where you want to paste the text.

5. Tap and hold in the text box, then select Paste from the pop-up menu.

4. Copy & Paste Using Chrome Menu Options
Chrome’s built-in menu offers another method for copying and pasting content.
Steps:

1. Select the text you want to copy.

2. Click on the three-dot menu ( ‘?*) in the top-right corner of the Chrome browser.

3. Go to Find and edit, then select Copy .

4. Click where you want to paste the text.

5. Open the three-dot menu ( ‘?*) again, navigate to Find and edit , and select Paste .
This method is useful for users who are not comfortable with keyboard shortcuts.

5. Copy & Paste Images on a Chromebook
Copying images follows a slightly different process than copying text.
Steps:

1. Locate the image you want to copy.

2. Right-click (or tap the trackpad with two fingers) on the image.
3. Select Copy image from the context menu.

4. Go to the location where you want to paste the image.

5. Right-click again and select Paste , or press ‘Ctrl + V* .

6. Copy & Paste Video Links on a Chromebook
If you want to share a video link instead of embedding it, follow these steps:
Steps:

1. Right-click (or tap the trackpad with two fingers) on the video.

2. Select Copy video URL or Copy embed code from the context menu.
3. Navigate to the place where you want to insert the video link.

4. Right-click and choose Paste , or press ‘Ctrl + V* .
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Tip: If you want to copy the video URL at a specific timestamp, right-click on the video while playing it
and select Copy video URL at current time.

Bonus: Chromebook Clipboard History

Did you know that Chrome OS has a clipboard history feature? You can access your past copied items
by pressing:

- ‘Search (or Launcher Key) + V'

This allows you to view and paste multiple items that were copied earlier, making multitasking easier.

Copy & Paste Extensions for Chromebook

Chrome Web Store offers several extensions to enhance your copy-and-paste experience. Here are
some useful ones:

1. Copy As Plain Text - Copies text without preserving any formatting.

2. Copy Paste Pro - Allows copying from websites that restrict copying.

3. MultiCopy Clipboard - Lets you copy multiple snippets and paste them one at a time or all at once.
4. Office Copy and Paste - Integrates copy-and-paste functionality with Microsoft Office apps.

Conclusion

Copying and pasting on a Chromebook is straightforward once you understand the different methods
available. Whether you prefer keyboard shortcuts, the right-click menu, or touchscreen gestures, you
have multiple options to make your workflow more efficient.

With additional features like clipboard history and extensions, Chromebooks provide flexibility and
convenience for all types of users. If you're new to Chrome OS, mastering these basic functions will
enhance your overall experience and productivity.
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