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In brief

Google has officially confirmed that it will retire Google Assistant by late 2025, replacing it with its
next-generation Al, Gemini. This transition marks a significant shift in Google’s approach to artificial
intelligence, moving away from a voice-based assistant to a more powerful, multimodal Al system.
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The shift to Gemini is part of Google’s broader strategy to unify its Al ecosystem, enhancing user
interactions with smarter, context-aware responses. However, this transition also means that many
popular features of Google Assistant are being removed, impacting millions of users who rely on them
for daily tasks.

Features Being Removed from Google Assistant

As part of the transition, Google has already started phasing out several Google Assistant features.
Users attempting to access these features are now being notified of their removal. Some of the key
features being discontinued include:

- Interpreter Mode for Live Conversations: The ability to translate entire live conversations will be
removed, though users can still translate individual words or phrases.

- Family Bell Announcements: Users will no longer be able to schedule or receive these reminders.
- Daily Updates: Features like "Send me the weather update every morning" will be discontinued.

- Photo Commands: Users will lose the ability to favorite, share, or retrieve information about when and
where their photos were taken using voice commands.

- Car Accessory Support: Google Assistant will no longer work with car accessories that connect via
Bluetooth or AUX.

- Voice-Controlled Recipe Guides: Hands-free cooking assistance will be phased out.

- Audiobook Narration Controls: Users will not be able to use voice commands to navigate audiobooks on
Google Play Books.

- Personalized Routines and Travel Alerts: "Voice Match" for customized routines and proactive travel
updates have been removed.

Google initially started removing some of these features in early 2024, with a total of 17 features
already discontinued before this latest round of removals.

Why is Google Replacing Assistant with Gemini?

Gemini is being introduced as a more advanced alternative to Google Assistant, offering greater
capabilities beyond simple voice interactions. According to Google, Gemini is built to handle:
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- Multimodal Interactions: The ability to process and respond to text, voice, and images simultaneously.

- On-Device Processing: Faster, more private Al processing directly on the device instead of relying on
cloud servers.

- Better Third-Party Integration: Seamless interactions with apps like Gmail, Google Drive, and other
productivity tools.

- More Context-Aware Al: Gemini can analyze and predict user needs, making it more proactive compared
to the reactive nature of Google Assistant.

The shift to Gemini reflects Google’s ambition to compete with OpenAl’'s ChatGPT and Apple’s
upcoming Ajax Al. By consolidating its Al efforts under the Gemini brand, Google aims to create a more
powerful and versatile Al experience for users.

Impact on Users: What to Expect

The retirement of Google Assistant and the introduction of Gemini will have several effects on users:

1. Device Compatibility Changes: Older Nest speakers and displays may lose some functionalities, pushing
users to upgrade to newer models that support Gemini.

2. Subscription Model Possibilities: Google may introduce a premium version of Gemini with advanced Al
capabilities, requiring users to pay for enhanced features.

3. Regulatory Concerns: Google’s move to consolidate its Al under Gemini could raise antitrust concerns, as
it tightens control over Al services on Android devices.

4. Loss of Assistant’s Simplicity: Many users have voiced concerns that Gemini, while more powerful,
lacks the simplicity and personality of Google Assistant.

Transition Timeline: When Will Assistant Be Fully Retired?

While Google has not provided an exact shutdown date, industry insiders suggest that Google Assistant
will be completely retired by late 2025. Some services have already migrated to Gemini, including
Workspace integrations. Meanwhile, Google has begun testing Gemini on select Nest devices and mobile
platforms, with a full rollout expected in the coming months.

What Should Users Do Now?

For users who still rely on Google Assistant, Google recommends switching to Gemini and exploring its
features. However, some missing functionalities may require users to find alternative workarounds,
such as:

- Setting up Google Routines to automate certain tasks previously handled by Assistant.
- Using third-party apps for features like travel alerts, daily updates, or audiobook controls.
- Upgrading to newer Nest and Android devices that are optimized for Gemini Al.

The Future of Al Assistants

Google’s shift to Gemini signals a major evolution in Al-powered assistants, moving from simple voice
recognition to more complex, proactive Al interactions. While the loss of Google Assistant’s familiar
features may be frustrating for some users, Gemini represents a new era where Al can do more than
just respond-it can anticipate and adapt to user needs.

As this transition continues, Google is expected to release more updates on Gemini's capabilities and its
broader integration across devices. For now, users should prepare for the gradual disappearance of
Google Assistant and the rise of a more advanced Al assistant with Gemini.
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