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In brief

Making the big switch from Android to iPhone feels great-until you open WhatsApp and realise every
single chat, photo and voice note is still sitting in your old Google Drive backup. Apple won’t touch that
file, Google won’t convert it, and WhatsApp itself won’t offer a magic "import" button.

Making the big switch from Android to iPhone feels great-until you open WhatsApp and realise every
single chat, photo and voice note is still sitting in your old Google Drive backup. Apple won’t touch that
file, Google won’t convert it, and WhatsApp itself won’t offer a magic "import" button. So what
actually works in 2025 without nuking your privacy? Let’s break it down.

Why your chats refuse to hop the fence

Android backs up to Google Drive using one type of encryption; iPhone backs up to iCloud using another.
Because WhatsApp promises end-to-end encryption, the company never built a server-side translator
that decrypts, converts and re-encrypts your history. That’s great for security, terrible for
convenience.

Official route: Move to iOS (2025 edition)

Apple’s own Move to iOS app finally added a WhatsApp lane in late 2022, and it’s still the only free,
sanctioned path. It works if:

- Android 10+ and iOS 15+

- Both phones are on the same Wi-Fi (or the Android creates a hotspot)

- You haven’t already set up the iPhone (factory-reset if you have)

- WhatsApp version 2.23.10 or newer on both sides

Start the transfer in Move to iOS, scan the code, keep the screens awake, and 15-30 min later your
chats land inside WhatsApp on the iPhone-no cable, no subscription. Media comes over too, but capped
at the size of your iPhone’s free storage.

Already set up the iPhone? Third-party tools step in

If resetting the iPhone is out of the question, desktop software is the fallback. Apps like iMazing,
MobileTrans or Tenorshare iCareFool (all updated for iOS 18) do the heavy lifting:

1. Back up the Android to a PC (plain .crypt14 file)

2. Let the tool decrypt, repackage and inject the database into an iTunes backup

3. Restore that backup to the iPhone

Works even after the iPhone is in daily use, but you’ll pay INR2,000-INR4,000 for a one-time licence.
More importantly, you’re handing your decrypted chats to a third-party executable-something security
researchers keep warning about.
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Is it safe?

The reputable brands don’t upload your data to the cloud; everything stays offline on your laptop. Still,
the moment decryption happens, the strict end-to-end chain is-technically-broken. If you work in
finance, journalism or handle patient records, the risk may outweigh the nostalgia. For most casual
users, the bigger headache is the price tag, not malware.

My practical take after ten years of covering telecom

From my experience reviewing every yearly update:

- If you’re still at the checkout counter, use Move to iOS -zero cost, zero trust issues.

- If the iPhone is already your daily driver and the chats are mission-critical, bite the bullet and buy iMazing
(it’s the only one that still updates weekly and won’t brick your backups).

- Everyone else: export the important bits-tap a chat > More > Export chat-and start fresh. You’ll lose
history but keep your sanity.

Bottom line

WhatsApp won’t natively sync across ecosystems, and that isn’t changing in 2025. You can move
everything without losing a byte, but every path either needs a factory reset or a paid tool that briefly
decrypts your data. Pick the trade-off you’re comfortable with, keep the receipts, and once the
transfer is done, enable iCloud backup on the iPhone so you never face this headache again.
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